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Cudworth  Urban  District  Council 


Report  of  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Years 

1939,  1940  and  1941 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Cudworth  Urban  District  Council. 


July,  1942. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Reports  for  the 
years  1939,  1940  and  1941.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  T. 
F.  Quigley,  volunteered  for  service  with  H.M.  Forces  and  joined 
the  R.A.M.C.  on  the  11th  June,  1940.  It  therefore  falls  upon  me 
to  present  a report  for  the  year  1939,  on  his  behailf,  as  well  as 
for  the  subsequent  years,  during  which  I have  acted  as  Deputy 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Owing  to  certain  war  factors,  the 
Ministry  of  Health  has  given  permission  to  omit  certain  details 
usually  included  in  Annual  Reports,  such  as  a description  of  the 
district,  particulars  of  water  supplies  sewerage  etc.  The  reports 
will  on  that  account  be  very  brief  and  in  tabulated  form. 

I wish  to  pay  special  tribute  to  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  sponsoring  the  Immunization  Campaign,  as  this  has 
been  responsible  for  a great  fall  in  the  incidence  of  this  dread 
disease,  and  it  has  ajlso  been  of  great  financial  benefit  to  the 
community. 

I would  like  to  pay  a tribute  to  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Maurice  Bennett,  for  the  invaluable  help  he  has 
given  me  since  I became  Dr.  Quigley’s  deputy,  and  can  say  with 
the  greatest  conviction  that  I could  not  have  done  the  extra 
work  involved  without  that  help  and  co  operation. 


I remain, 

Yours  faithfully. 

Dr.  J.  LYON  FOSTER, 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

YEAR  1939 

Live  Births 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate  

169 

93 

76 

Illegitimate  

6 

6 

— 

TOTAL  

175 

99 

76 

Sti?l  Births 

8 

4 

4 

Birth  Rate  per  1000 

estimated  population  

21.93 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

15.00 

Registrar  General’s 

Estimated  Population  

8,343 

YEAR  1940 

Live  Births 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate  

187 

84 

103 

Illegitimate  

6 

3 

3 

TOTAL  .... 

193 

87 

106 

Still  Births 

7 

3 

4 

Birth  Rate  per  lOOO  Estimated  Population  

24.04 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

14.06 

Registrar  Generals’ 

estimated  populatio 

n 

8.066 

YEAR  1941 

Ijve  Births 

T o tal 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate  

155 

81 

74 

Illegitimate 

3 

1 

2 

TOTAL  

158 

82 

76 

Still  Births 

9 

4 

5 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  estimated  population  19.61 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  14.20 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  8,056 
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DEATHS 

Rate  per  1000  Rate  for  In 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Population 

Eng.  & W- 

Inst' 

1939 

89 

49 

40 

10.66 

12.1 

29 

1940 

93 

47 

46 

11.50 

14.3 

37 

1941 

96 

43 

53 

11.90 

12.9 

37 

In  the  year  1938,  there  were  80  deaths  with  a rate  of  9.52. 


Percentage  of  Deaths  in  Institutions 
1938  1939  1940  1941 

35.00  32.60  39.70  38.50 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (ALL  AGES) 

1939  1940 


Diphtheria  1 — 

Influenza  1 — 

Tuberculosis  5 5 

Syphilis  1 — 

Cancer  13  6 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  2 4 

Heart  Disease  33  15 

Maternal  Causes  — — 

Bronchitis  1 8 

Whooping  Cough  — — 

Pneumonia  7 11 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  — 2 

Digestive  Disorders  3 9 

Nephritis  2 2 

Congenital  Debility  7 6 

Senility  1 — 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis  — — 

Suicide  — — 

Other  Violence  5 2 

Diarrhoea  (over  2 years)  1 — 

Diarrhoea  (under  1 year)  — — 

Cei  ebro-Spinal  Fever  — 2 

Diabetes  — 2 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  — 2 

Other  defined  diseases  6 17 


1941 

1 

6 

9 
12 
12 

3 

4 
2 

10 

3 

4 
4 
3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

15 


89  93 


TOTALS 


96 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1938 

Deaths  under  1 year  old  

15 

13 

10 

15 

Death  Rate  per  1000  live  births  

85.50 

67.60 

63.00 

90.38 

Death  Rate  for  England  and 

Wales 

50.00 

55.00 

59.00 

53.00 

Causes  of  Death 

1939 

1940 

1941 

Convulsions  

3 

— 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  Malformation 

8 

5 

3 

Broncho-Pneumonia  

4 

8 

3 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

2 

Infantile  Diarrhoea  



— 

— 

1 

TOTALS 

15 

13 

10 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

1939 

1940 

1941 

Number  of  Cases  notified  

68 

362 

153 

Scarlet  Fever  

18 

26 

23 

Diphtheria  

26 

8 

11 

Pneumonia  

14 

37 

37 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

6 

2 

1 

Erysipelas  



4 

6 

6 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

23 

9 

Measles  

— 

— 

260 

66 

TOTALS 

68 

362 

153 

Two  cases  of  cerebro-spinal 

fever 

included  in  the 

deaths 

for  1940  are  not  included  in  the  above  list  as  these  were  never 
notified. 

There  were  only  two  deaths  from  diphtheria  in  3 years,  one 
in  1939  and  one  in  1941.  This  is  an  even  greater  tribute  to 
Immunization  than  mere  incidence  figures,  as  the  case  in  1941 
was  complicated  by  Pneumonia,  which  was  the  actual  cause  of 
death. 

In  spite  of  the  large  number  of  measles  cases  there  were 
no  deaths  and  all  the  cases  were  of  a mild  nature. 

Tuberculosis  1939  1940  1941 

Notifications  6 11  5 


Non-  Non-  Non- 

Pulm.  Pulm.  Pulm.  Pulm.  Pulm.  Pulm. 
4 2 7 4 5 0 
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WARD  DISTRIBUTION  OF  DIPHTHERIA  AND  SCARLET 
FEVER  — CASES  NOTIFIED  BY  PRACTITIONERS 
TO  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


1939 


North 

Ward 

South 

Ward 

East 

Ward 

West 

Ward 

Diphtheria 

19  cases  or 
50.0% 

11  cases  or 
28.94% 

6 cases  or 
15.8% 

2 cases  or 
5.26% 

Scarlet  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 
cases  nursed 
at  home 

3 cases  or 
17.65% 

3 

6 cases  or 
35.30% 

4 

3 cases  or 
17.65% 

2 

5 cases  or 
29.40% 

2 

1940 


North 

Ward 

South 

Ward 

East 

Ward 

West 

Ward 

Diphtheria 

4 cases  or 
50.0% 

3 cases  or 
37.5% 

1 case  or 
12.5% 

Scarlet  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 
cases  nursed 
at  home 

9 cases  or 
33.33% 

4 

11  cases  or 
40.74% 

7 

2 cases  or 
7.40% 

2 

5 cases  or 
18.6% 

3 

1941 


North 

Ward 

South 

Ward 

East 

Ward 

West 

Ward 

Diphtheria 

5 cases  or 
41.67% 

5 cases  or 
41.67% 

1 case  or 
8.33% 

1 case  or 
8.33% 

Scarlet  Fei^er 

Scarlet  Fever 
cases  nursed 

7 cases  or 
35.0% 

10  cases  or 
50.0% 

1 case  or 
5.0% 

2 cases  or 
10.0% 

at  home 

3 

7 

1 

1 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  THE  AREA  and  VISITS  MADE  BY 
THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

WATER 

The  County  Borough  of  Barnsley  continues  to  supply 
the  Cudworth  Urban  District  with  water,  the  number  of  houses 
on  public  supply  being  2171. 

There  were  no  extensions  of  supply  during  the  year. 

In  1939  the  water  mains  in  Storrs  Mill,  in  Wheetshaw 
Lane  and  in  Royston  Lane,  were  subject  to  treatment  with  a view 
to  securing  an  improved  water  supply  and  the  supply  in  each  of 
these  cases  is  much  improved. 

In  1939  one  sample  of  water  from  36  Lunn  Road  was 
submitted  to  the  County  Bacteriologist,  who  reported  that  the 
sample  submitted  was  satisfactory  according  to  the  standard 
recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

In  1940,  three  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  and  one  sample  for  chemical  examination. 

On  the  16th  July,  1940,  Dr.  Sutherland,  County  Bacteri- 
ologist, reported  unfavourably  upon  a sample  of  water  submitted, 
and  steps  were  taken  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  the  Water 
Engineer  to  provide  a more  satisfactory  supply  in  the  particular 
area  affected.  The  remaining  three  samples  submitted  for  bacteri- 
ological examination  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

In  1941,  one  sample  of  water  was  submitted  to  the  County 
Bacteriologist  as  a routine  measure;  the  County  Bacteriologist 
reported  favourably  upon  the  sample. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

There  were  no  sewer  extensions  during  the  years  1939, 
1940  and  1941.  Certain  portions  of  the  district  still  require  a 
sewerage  system,  namely  : — 

Wheetshaw  Lane,  Royston  Lane  (parts  of),  and  Storrs  Mill. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

There  is  very  little  trade  effluent  in  Cudworth  and  as 
a result,  a corresponding  absence  by  pollution  of  rivers  and 
streams  in  the  area. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


Privies  with  covered  middens  37 

Pail  closets  3 

Water  closets  2025 

Waste  water  closets  2 

During  1939  four  additional  water  closets  were  provided 
for  new  houses. 

Number  of  additional  closets  for  1940  — nil. 

Number  of  additional  water  closets  for  1941  — 5 

additional  water  closets  were  provided  in  connection  with  hotel 
alterations. 

The  district  is  fully  converted  to  water  closets  except 
where  no  sewer  is  available. 

There  is  a serious  deficiency  in  public  conveniences  for 
both  sexes.  Approval  has  been  sought  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  to  overcome  this  difficulty,  but  the  Ministry  declines  to 
sanction  expenditure  during  the  present  hostilites,  for  addtional 
public  conveniences. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

House  refuse  is  disposed  of  by: — 

(1)  Semi-controlled  tipping  — 100%. 

(2)  Unsound  food  is  disposed  of  by  burning. 

The  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  was : — 


Year 

1938/1939  

£l,403/15/8d. 

Year 

1939/1940  

£l,538/7/8d. 

Year 

1940/1941  

£l,465/18/0d. 

NUMBER  OF 

NOTICES 

SERVED  REQUIRING 

NEW 

DUSTBINS 

1939  .. 

....  57 

1940  .. 

....  29 

1941  .. 

....  50 

All  the 

Notices  were 

complied  with  either  by  the 

person 

upon  whom  the 

Notice  was 

served,  or  by  the  Council 

at  his 

request,  or  by  the  Council  in  default  of  the  owner  so  doing. 
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REPAIRS 

NOTICES  SERVED 


Year 

1939 

Informall 

Statutory 

Total 

Complied  with 

132 

69 

201 

175 

Year  1940 

Informal 

Statutory 

Total 

Complied  with 

183 

66 

249 

187 

Year  1941 

Informal 

Statutory 

Total 

Complied  with 

183 

98 

281 

166 

Notices  carried  forward  to  Year  1942  115. 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 


The  Council  authorized  legal  proceedings  in  1939  in 
respect  of  an  owner  not  complying  with  three  Statutory  Notices. 

In  1940  legal  proceedings  were  necessary  in  one  case 

only. 


In  1941  there  were  no  cases  of  legal  proceedings.  The 
Council  declined  to  prosecute  a rag  collector  under  Section  154 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  an  offence. 

The  Notices  served  during  the  years  1939,  1940  and  1941 
called  for  repairs  of  various  kinds,  chiefly  to  dweldinghouses,  and 
required  repairing  or  renewing  or  substituting  flagged  floors  by 
concrete  and  wood  floors.  Repairs  were  also  executed  to  washing 
accommodations,  windows,  internal  doors,  outer  doors,  fireplaces, 
ceilings,  water  supplies,  cooking  accommodations,  flue  gases, 
chimney  pots,  plasterwork,  stair  treads  and  risers,  renewal  of 
dustbins,  repairs  or  renewals  to  yard  paving,  repairs  to  roofs,  eaves 
gutters,  rain  water  fallpipes,  pointing  to  external  walls  and  to 
chimney  stacks,  renewal  of  \vGrn-out  sinks,  cement  or  tiled  sur- 
rounds to  new  sinks,  new  sink  waste  pipes,  repairs  to  water  closet 
cisterns,  renewal  of  water  closet  pedestals  and  renewal  of  pail 
closet  receptacles,  renewal  of  inspection  chamber  covers,  repairs  or 
renewal  of  drains,  new  drain  fittings  required,  ventilating  shafts 
repaired  and  cleansed,  cleansing  to  dirty  premises,  and  disinfesta- 
tion of  verminous  premises. 
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There  continues  to  be  difficulty  for  owners  and  con- 
tractors to  secure  certain  material  for  effecting  repairs  to  dweU- 
inghouses.  There  is  also  a shortage  of  skilled  man-power  due  to 
its  being  called  into  His  Majesty’s  Forces  and  National  Service. 

SHOPS  ACT 

During  the  years  1939,  1940  and  1941,  17  visits  were 
made  to  various  shops  in  which  shop  assistants  were  employed, 
chiefly  during  the  winter  months,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether 
a reasonable  temperature  was  being  provided  and  being  main- 
tained. No  serious  complaint  was  found. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

There  are  no  industrial  premises  in  Cudworth  capable 
of  emiting  large  quantities  of  smoke,  and  as  a consequence  no 
smoke  observations  were  made  during  the  years  1939,  1940  and 
1941. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

Swimming  Pool,  Miners’  Welfare  Park 

This  was  closed  during  1938  by  the  Council,  after  un- 
favourable reports  of  water  samples  submitted  to  the  County 
Bacteriologist.  No  funds  appear  to  be  available  for  providing  a 
purification  plant  and  the  water  content  in  the  swimming  pool  is 
earmarked  for  fire  fighting  purposes  by  the  National  Fire  Service. 
This  continues  to  be  closed  to  the  public. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

The  Council  in  1938  adopted  the  Hydrogen  Cyanide 
principle  for  the  destruction  of  Bed  Bugs,  this  being  the  only 
guaranteed  method  for  eradicating  the  vermin  and  treatment  by 
Hydrogen  Cyanide  is  confined  to  Council  houses  and  is  carried 
out  by  a firm  of  Fumigation  Contractors.  The  number  of  Council 
houses  dealt  with  were  as  follows : — 

Year  1939  — 12 

Year  1940  — 4 

Year  1941  — 6 
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Advice  is  frequently  sought  from  the  Health  Depart- 
ment, by  occupiers  of  the  houses  under  private  ownership,  but  no 
guarantee  is  given  that  the  vermin  can  be  eradicated  over  a short 
period.  Certain  proprietary  preparations  are  on  sale  where 
owners  or  occupiers  are  prepared  to  pay  for  the  materiall,  and 
range  from  cheap  powders  to  a liquid  vermicide  at  13/-  per  gal. 

CAMPING  SITES 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  owners  of  land  used 
as  Camping  Sites  must  be  licensed  by  the  Local  Authority  and 
up  to  date  the  Council  have  declined  to  grant  any  licence  for 
this  purpose ; the  last  of  the  caravans  in  Cudworth  was  in  mid 
1939. 

BYE-LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  following  Bye-Laws  are  in  operation  for  the 

district : — 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  and  Keeping  of  Animals 
Adopted  — 7th  November,  1934. 

Improvement  Area  Bye-Laws  — 28th  November,  1934. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  — 30th  December,  1939. 

ACTION  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1936 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  during 
1939  and  1940.  In  August,  1941,  representations  were  made  to  the 
Council  that  four  dwelling-houses  in  Sidcop  were  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  and  could  not  be  rendered  fit  at  a reasonable  cost, 
and  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  October,  1941.  Notices 
to  Quit  were  served  upon  the  occupiers  who  failed  to  comply 
with  the  Notices  and  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  Section  155 
the  Council  made  application  to  the  Barnsley  West  Riding  Police 
Court  for  Orders  for  Vacant  Possession.  These  were  granted 
by  the  Justices  requiring  vacation  of  the  premises  within  28  days. 
In  June,  1942,  three  of  the  four  houses  were  still  occupied  and 
further  action  is  required  to  remove  the  tenants  still  in  occupation. 
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MILK 


There  are  11  farms  in  Cudworth  providing  milk  for  sale 
for  human  consumption,  but  the  total  number  of  milk  yielding 
animals  is  not  known.  The  animals  are  subject  to  examination 
periodically  by  the  State  Veterinary  Service. 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  etc. 

In  the  year  1939,  27  visits  were  paid.  In  the  year  1940 
6 visits,  and  in  the  year  1941,  31  visits  were  paid  to  these 
premises,  chiefly  in  connection  with  the  spring  and  autumn  lime- 
washing and  cleansing. 

It  was  necessary  to  give  a reminder  in  the  majority 
of  cases  that  the  limewashing  and  cleansing  had  not  been  carried 
out  as  required  by  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  and  the 
farmers  co-operated  in  securing  compliance. 

MILK  SAMPLING  UNDER  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 

In  the  year  1939,  21  samples  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Anal^^st.,  and  all  were  certified  to  be  genuine  milk. 

In  the  year  1940,  17  samples  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  and  one  sample  had  a low  fat  content,  but  no 
“Appeal  to  Cow”  sample  was  taken,  the  particular  sample  having 
been  purchased  from  a hand-can  which  contained  only  a small 
quantity  of  milk. 

In  1941,  19  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  and  in  one  case  the  fat  content  in  the  sample  was  low, 
and  here  again  no  “Appeal  to  Cow”  sample  was  taken  due  to  the 
fact  that  only  about  three  pints  were  in  the  hand-can  at  the  time 
of  sampling. 

MEAT  INSPECTION  — SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS 

There  is  no  public  abattoir  in  Cudworth  and  for  the 
year  1939,  6 licences  were  issued  by  the  Council,  authorizing  the 
use  of  premises  as  slaughterhouses. 


13 


During  the  year  1939.  374  visits  were  paid  to  slaughter- 
houses to  inspect  carcases  and  organs. 

In  the  year  1940,  32  visits  were  made,  and  in  the  year 
1941,  36  visits  were  made. 

The  reduction  in  the  number  of  visits  in  the  years  1940 
and  1941  compared  with  the  year  1939,  is  brought  about  by  the 
fact  that  in  January  1940,  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  Ministry  of 
Health  through  the  Defence  Regulations,  closed  all  slaughter- 
houses for  the  slaughter  of  animals  intended  for  sale  for  human 
consumption,  and  from  the  middle  of  January,  1940,  all  meat 
supplies  were  delivered  into  Cudworth  from  Barnsley  County 
Borough. 

Since  January,  1939,  the  private  slaughterhouses  in 
Cudworth  have  from  time  to  time  been  used  for  the  slaughtering 
of  animals  authorized  to  be  slaughtered  by  the  Food  Executive 
Officer  and  owned  by  private  individuals,  for  consumption  within 
their  own  family  circles,  chiefly  pig  breeders  and  allotment 
owners. 

During  the  year  1939,  553-lbs.  of  material  was  surrend- 
ered by  Cudworth  butchers  on  account  of  disease  in  slaughtered 
animals. 

ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED 

In  the  year*  1939,  404  beef  animals  and  403  pork  animals 
were  slaughtered  and  examined.  From  these,  553-lbs.  of  material 
was  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  food. 

During  the  year  1940,  31  beef  animals  and  34  pork 
animals  were  slaughtered.  The  amount  of  unfit  material  surrend- 
ered for  destruction  was  55-lbs. 

During  the  year  1^41,  49  pork  animals  were  slaughtered 
for  private  consumption  under  licences  from  the  Food  Executive 
Officer,,  and  the  amount  of  material  surrendered  was  140-lbs. 
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OTHER  FOOD  PREMISES 


Bake-houses^  Fish  Frying"  Premises,  and  other  food  shops 

In  the  year  1939,  10  visits  were  paid.  In  the  year  1940 
3 visits  were  paid  and  in  the  year  1941,  13  visits  were  paid  to 
these  premises. 

No  serious  complaint  was  found,  the  main  offence  was 
failure  to  limewash,  but  occupiers  have  shown  a willingness  to 
comply  with  reasonable  requests  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

CIVIL  DEFENCE 

The  Health  Department  of  the  Council  is  directly  con- 
cerned and  responsible  for  the  following  schemes  : — 

(1)  Treatment  and  Disposal  of  Gas  Contaminated 
Foodstuffs , 

(2)  Civilian  Deaths  due  to  War  Operations. 

Under  (1),  the  Ministry  of  Food  have  suggested  that 
the  fallowing  Authorities  should  be  prepared  to  assist  each  other 
with  equipment  and  personnel : — 

Barnsley  County  Borough,  Darton,  Dodworth,  Royston, 
Wombwell,  Darfield^  Ho^dand  Nether,  Worsborough,  Castleford, 
Pontefract,  Featherstone,  Knottingley,  Osgoldcross,  Hemsworth 
Rural  and  Hemsworth  Urban  Districts. 

Under  (2),  the  Ministry  of  Health  called  for  Emergency 
Mortuary  arrangements  for  use  in  the  event  of  deaths  due  to 
enemy  action,  and  personnel  and  equipment  for  use  if  such  a 
situation  arose.  A large  building  has  been  earmarked  for  the 
reception  of  bodies,  and  four  Cudworth  ladies  have  volunteered 
to  undertake  the  duties  of  preparing  the  bodies  after  reception 
at  the  Mortuary. 
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